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For ye are Dead, and your Life is hid with Chriſt 
in God. 


Fter the Death and Reſurrection of 
our blefſcd Saviour, it will not be un- 
ſeaſonable, eſpecially in theſe times 
of Danger , to meditate upon our 
own. Loe therefore Lifeand Death, 
not now propoſed to your Choice, 
but to your Meditation. The matter 
| of my Text is the whole Race of 

Man, both while he is, and while he is not: he ſtill Trae + 
vells, to and fro, betwixrtwo Stages; which are ever the 
ſame, though the order be mutually inverted, For we arc 
no ſooner emerd into Life, but we are Dead, dead and 
buried with Chriſt in Baptiſme; no ſooner dead to the 
World but new borne to Cod through the ſame meanes, 
when we are thus borneagaine, (notwithſtanding this ſpi. 
nall Parenthefis,) we ſtill proceed in a naturall courſe of 

Death, no ſooner dead fo, _ Life is hid with brit 

| 2 1 


(2) 
in God. Thus on the Corner-ſtone we ketch Cagners,alive 

and dead, dead and alive: and tis quickly done: for Life 
and Death, or Death and Life ate not ſo farre dis joyn'd. | 
as we account, none indeed ſo neare Neighbours, they | 
are ſever'd not onely but by an Inch, as the Poet phanſi- 
ed, at Sea, Tabulediſtinguimur, but on Land alſo they are 
ſcarce diſtant by a moment of Time: we finde them ſo 
cloſe united in my Text, that they meet in the ſelfe ſame 
Inſtant, nay further in the very nullity of Time, For now 
even now Te are Dead, and Then even Then after Time 
your Life is hid with Chriſt in Gad. 

So that my Text affords a contrary Aſſurance in two 
contrary. Caſes; Aſſurance of Death while ye Live, 
nde v for ye are Dead, end Aſſurance of Life when N 
ye Dye, for your Life ij hid with Chriſt in God: the firſtis © 
the Death of Life, the ſecond the Life of Death, that paſ- 
ſing ſure, for ye are ſurer of nothing on Earth then of 
yourſelves, and yet howſoeyer ye are, ye ere Deady the 

-ſecondfarer yet, for God is ſurer then your ſelves, your 
Life i hid with chriſt in Cod. Lathe firſt part I ſhall ſtrike 
you Dead ye are Dead. | 

How Dead yes already; in the Aoriſt; ini, which 

« we tender not, ye ſhall dye, but ye have died, or now are 

dead. Man borne of a Woman is not borne (as you may 

think) into Life, but into Death. Ye that are moſt awake . 

£ ſit aſleep with your Eyts open; and when ye walk about, | 
. ye walk like Ghofts. What? ſhall I tell my Hearers they 

are Dead ? who then ſhall heare me? I know to whom ' 
I ſpeake, to the Dead, that come hither to learne the way { 
of Life. Thrice Noble and thrice worſhipfull, thrice 

' worthy andthrice welcome, that ye may truly know | { 
dead ye are, I ſay, ye are thrice Dead; yes, three wa 


Dead 


n 


* 
* 
* 


= 


(3) ® | 
Dead in Lam, Dead by the Courſe of Nature, Dead by the, gets: — 


Covenant of Grace. : 
Firſt, ye are Dead in Law: the Generall Sentgncehath *. 
g already paſſed upon all: In the day thou eateſt of the for. 
bidden fruit thou ſhalt ſurely dye. From that Day to This, 
every ſprig of Adam lives meerly by reprieve. For which- 
we have nothing to pleade but our Book and Child- 
bearing; our Book which containes Gods meicifull Pro- 
miſe, and the Child-bearing of Chriſt, whereby we 
become Conſanguineous with the Innocent and Holy 
One of God. Y 
If fo, lerme turne the Inference of my Text to the. 7. 
Conſequence, Far to Therefore, and ſo read backward, 
Therefore ſet not your Affedt ions on things on the Earth, as 
you are warned inthe precedent yerle. When we draw 
neate to the Fnd, we minde nothing elſe, and onely there- 
to we let our ſtrength. Would you not think the man 
mad, who being ſentenced to death ſhould be ſollicitous 
for Titles to ſet forth Hic jacet; if being ſtreight to be de- 
moliſh'd in Perſon, he ſhould ſeek out Surveyors to build 
Caſtles and Barneszif being ſtrip'd for the Axe, he ſhould 
ſend tor the Taylour; if when he ſhould gaine Peace with 
God by ſacrificing his AﬀeRions, he ſhouldchuſe to die 
like Zimri and Cosbi f ſo vaine, ſo mad are we : all our 
toyle is fan Epitaph; we build Houſes when we muſt: 
divell in the Grave; we take meaſure for Clothes when 
Death takes meaſure for the Coffin, we and the wormes > 
look for Proviſion at once, and we dye inout Luſts. The 
ludge, under whoſe Repteive we ſtand, forbids Anxiety 
for things that periſh, yet ſtill out wiſedome teacheth us 
to be thus fooliſhly Anxious: and therefore God pre- 
vents our Projects as he did the project of that uncertaine 
a A3 rich 


Sea. z.19. 


( 


as fn 


ich man inthe Parable : while he was driven into agony 


of thought what he ſhould doe with his great increaſe, 
while he became extreme miſerable through much proſ- 
ity, and was ready to burſt for want of a larger Store- 
ouſe, his Repreiver ſayes unto him, Th Foole, this 
Night will I take away thy Soule, this Night; for the Soule 
isalwayecsdue,becauſe we are Dead in Law. That which 
Chriſt ſpake concerning the End of the World, Zer not 
he that u on the houſe top come downe to take any thing out 


f thehouſe, nor he that ᷣ in the Field returne to fetch his 


Clothes, Mat. 24. the ſame may Iapply to the End of eve. 
particular Perſon, that promiſeth Life to himſelfe for 
the accompliſhment of remote projects; let not he that 
is below thinke of cutting downe Trees to make Ladders 
for his advancement, nor he that ſtands above thinke of 
ſecuring his Condition by deſcending lower; for we are 
dead in Law, The Goard, wherein /onas delighted, had a 
worme inbred to make it wither, ſo have all Earthly de- 
lights: if that will not weane us from them, we have a 
worme of Corruption within our ſelves to make us let 
goe our hold. Abraham the Repreſentation of all the 
Faithfull, had no Inheritance in the Land of Canaan, not a 
Foot of his owne Perpetuity, ſave onely a place ot Buriall: 
of this we are capable by Law. Du# thow art and to DA 
thes ſhals returne. Indeed a Grave we cannogiyiſle, be- 
cauſe the Body will conſume and bury it ſelfe. 
Secondly, we are Dead by the Courſrof Nature. Beleeve 
it, ye are all dead men (as we ſay of thoſe that are deſpe. 
rately ſick) for ye cannot hold out long, ye are Going 
while I ſpeake. Ve ſinde that the Duſt flyeth away: are 
ye not made of Duſt: that the winde vaniſheth , is not 
your breath in your noſtrills ? chat the ſhadow * 
| oc 


_ . 


_ Your Life ia winde, lob. 7. 7. v. Your deyes 480 


(5) »» 
doe not your Bodies caſt a Shadow? asthe Element ſuch 
is the Compound; and as the Shadow, ſuch is the ſub- * 
ſtance, But more expreſly Dum ye are, Pſal. 10 _ 
lob. 
8.9.v. You ſee the Duſt Raiſed, not the Riſing of every 
Atome; the wind Paſt, not the Paffage; theShadow re- 
moved, not the motion; and fo your dayes flide away 
without preſent obſcrvation of declining. That ye are 
changed ye feele, though not the changing? you perceive 
in your Age, Spring, a Summer, an Autumne,a Winter, 
and happily feverall-Months of theſe great quarters: for 
every ſeaven · yeare brings a ſenſible Change: within the 
number of 70 yeares, (which David accounted a full 
Pitch of Life) Solon obſerved ten Changes, for ten times 
ſeven; Teeth, Y outh, Beard, Abiliry, Wedlock, Under. 
ſtanding, Wiſedome, Vertue, Equity, and then Receſle, 
theſe Changes we plainly diſcerne at the Stages, though 
not inthe courſe- the Items in their ſumme, the in 
their Pounds we eaſily comprehend ,. but the little mo. 
ments in themſelves paſſe undiſcerned, and we are ſtolne 
from our ſelves unawares, Sometimes werrily, for we 
bring our yeares to an end as aTale that is told, Pſal. 90. g. 
ſometimes painfully, for aur dayes are like the dayes of « 
Hireling,lob.7.1. ſometimes iaiy, for our Life is aa ira 
a dreaming ſhadow, halfe of it ſheere ſleepe; ande ver we 
paſſe them ſwiftly z for our dayes are ſwifter then a Wea. 
vers Shuttle, lob. 7. 6.v. and ſo runs our thtead of Life, juſt 
ſo, as that from hand to hand, ſo this from Morning to 
Evening, till we come from the beginning ofthe Web to 
the Fag, from the Wombe to the Grave. Howſoever we 
move, ſtill we move forward, we never ſtay; the preſent 
tenſe is but a moment, that which is paſt is nothing, the 
Future 


Ifa,'51.6, 


Name ot God, the Name of the Creature is 7 am nar, 


ges of Condition by chance or purpoſe. They that 


(6) 4 
Future is not yet. What can we call our ſelves, who ate 
changed before the word is pronounced? 7 amis the 


We are much deceived, if we thinke we die not till the - 4 


laſt. Gaſpe. The beginning of Death is our Birth, we 


bring it with us; becauſe we bring both Fleſh, and Sin, 
whereof one makes us capable of Death, the other ready 

to earne itz and therefore as our Strengthand worke in. 
cteaſeth, ſo doth our wages, Death comes vn the faſter 
from the firſt day.to the laſt. We thinke Tometimes we 

are growne younger by Recoveries; as when we proceed 
from Creeping to walking, from weakeneſſe to ſtrength; 

tis not ſoz forthe yeare turnes about, as well in faire wea. 

ther as in foule, no leſſe in Spring then in Autumne; and 

as the Time ſuch is the Timed, our very growth leads to 
decay, all addition to Lite is but an Abatement. Turne. 
your Conceit a little from Time to Motion, you ſhall 
finde the Pilgrims Lite ſuch as his Way, which by further 
progreſſe, whether up- hill or downe-hill growes ever | 
ſhorter and ſhorter; or lay the Voyage not by Land but 

by Sea, in a Ship whether we ſtand or fit, lie or goe,ſlee . 
or wake, play or worke, on we ſayle, till we arrive at t 

Port: ſo is our Life {till bound tor Death, through all 
Varieties of Poſture in Reſt or Motion, through all chan- 


— 


within dores, cannot miſſe a ſignificant Embleme of their 
owne Fading; A Fleſh (ſaith the Prophet Eſay) waxeth 
old as doth « Garment , which whether it be worne, or fol. 

ded in a Cheſt, is conſumed by degrees; and as the Cloth | 
ſuch is the Wearer; I may adde, (fince every thing farre 
and neare Preaches the ſame Lecture, ) as the Houle alſo, 
ſuch is the Dweller; and as the Meat, ſuch is the Eater; 
and 


* 


(3) 

and as the T t, luch is the Thinkerʒ in the beſt Con- 
Ait ion ever vaniſhing: bur if the Garment be d, 
the houſe unrepaired, the meate ill cooł d the ights 


deſtructive, it the Maſter too become more tuinous by 


Sin then by Mortality, how ſwift is the decay of Nature 


ſo haſtened by waſt, how headlong is the race ofa preci- 


pice ſo impelled by Running ? | 
To paſſe ovet Particulars, the whole Generatiotm of 
men collected is like that ot leaves, zur et ve, 


wi g Aru, the blind Poet could fee ſo much: on a A I 
Tree ſtill turniſhed, while one leafe waxeth'greene ino- 7 


ther withers, while one is in the budanother drops off, and 


. every leafe by blaſting, winde, or Age, ſucceſſively vani- 


Theth: ſo follow the Generations of men; though the 
World be ever full, yet they that fill it are ever. voy- 
3 Roome; ſo you may — wayes filled 
with unabiding Paſſengers, and 
ſtreames. 1 25 1470 

Is it ſo? then what Counſell in ſuch a caſe? Firſt Ze nor 
over grieved for the loſſe of « Friend by Death, conſidering 
that thy ſelfe alſo doeſt lie wounded by his fide, thou 
dead in Fieri as he in Fado, Fiſh tumbling in the fame 
Net. Thou ſhalt tollow him, but he ſhalt not returne 
to Thee; and ſorrow tor neceſſity muſt needes be un. 
neceſſary. 
Next reckon to thy ſelſe how Death invades thee: know 
that every pray haire is a ſummons, and thatevery Ach, 
every Swelling is a Venny or Thruſt made at thee, take ir 
fora warning. Likewiſe caſt thy account, how thou art 
chang'd ever fince thy birth, or within a certain diſtance 


of time; then by proportion of declining, thou maieſt con · 


jecture, how near thou art to thy naturall period. But thou 
B muſt 


with flceting - 


(4). 


2 2 _ dan- 
— be- 


"& pt to Cana « 
pint Fu Proviſion, the next — muſt be a- 
Anxiety and Immader ate Pemſi ueneſſe for more perſo- 
ſafety then belongats aur ſhare: when all the — 
2 ſo — eminent Worthies are dayly ſacrific d 
by the Sword, now to covet a Exemption from 
——＋—— of tenderneſſe. The onely | 
2 ſecutity none upon Earth, but to- 
— 24 — Reſolution to indure the 
Er which God, hath, appointed... The heart being thus 
and prepared tar Death, nothingelfe can ſeem ter- 
2 guid d m4 quam. Wag rin, ipſem mari new 
et magnum. . - 
Butthebeſtuſe is,dayly toadd toonr future life as much 
54 une looſe of the preſem and as faſt as we periſh here, ſo 
with all * who * Foundations of Immortality in 
Heaven  proitand pleaſute tor ane ineſtima- 
ble lewell, — of the cans am- 
won. Since die we mult, letus learne hetimes liowato dicy 
we may turne ont neceſſuy into Vertue, and meet our 
ia Horrau, but — not ats A Loſſr. 


5 1 nasa Fra lowingupio 
Beige 254. Cate 6 


—_— 


 #erm(ſe, {oſhall we unlive che time we have lived/amif 
© thine Eyes grown dim in the fainting tw of life, 


(9) 
And this is done, firſt by recounting aur laſer dayes in bit. 


then by frequent Meditation u foretaft of Brath, 


- 


- 3 
thou ſhalt ſooo turn them aſide from vanity; u thifke 
Eares growndeafe with ſickneſſe, and thou wilt (von f 
them againſt Idle words; thin thy Tongue grown 
wich drowth, and that thought willbez vaten befort thi 
mouth, to Examine what thou letteſt out aud whae't 
leueſt in think on the cold ſweatof Death; ſo th wilt 
abhorre to ſwim in Luſty tin how naked thou inuſt ge 
hence, even as bate as thou cameſt, onely witha ſhrowd 
as thou cameſt in with a Cole, and almoſt with a8 little 


fla ſh, then thou wilt caſilycontemne all w onNPp,; 
how, thr Death 


ſubdue thy carnall Tumiours.. Thiokeft thou, 
drawcs. nearer when it isthought of, or dares not to Ip. 

ptoach unleſſe it be calłd : no ſuch matter: this pr 
of dying dayly will oot make us to die the but ſo to 
live as that we may dia the dn And this or the like 
tactice beloogs to dur. Chtiſttam Profeſſion afſumed in 
aptiſme, where by the Cen, Grace we become 

Dead in a third Acception. | 

Dead in Quality, Dead to all Wordly and Carnall 
Luſts, though we may ſometimes fall upon them by In- 
ficmicy, yet to purſue them is againſt our Profeſſion, The 
Deſire is Dead, and the Renunciation made againſt tem 
is a kind of Death. The ſpirituall Phererh with all his 
Hoaſt lies drown'd in the Font, reprefenting's-Red'Sex, 
the Blood of Chri#:. there Chtiſt and We enter into Co- 
venant, heto free us fram Sin; and we to forſake it; he to 
ſtrike off the Dominionand Guilt thereof, 3 
2 in 


T- 


— 
— * 


(10) 


in Sig, ject to Corruption, therefore by a ſecond” 
birtt 9 Dead unto Sin, the ſpirituall Death is a 
Countermine ugsinſt the Naturall. For by the Power of, 
Happens che Id _ t _ with — . taken 
and cruciſied, nayl foot to the Ctoſſe of our 
iour, r acting what he would, and 
length wich much ader, with ſtrivimg and ſtrugling, 
with Gall and Vineger, with Piercing or Breaking fore d 
He then ſpa ne that art Dead to Sin live any longer 
therein? tis the Uſe of the Apoſtle, Row. 6.2 v. Is it not 
ſtrapge tqheare that a dead man walkes ? is it not ſtranger 
tohearc that he ſpeakesand workes, yes eates and drinkes - 
abundantly ,andyctdead? howisirthenthar the Old man 
ſol ſince cruciſied, dead, and buried, doth yet ſo fre. 
quently exerciſe the Actions of Life, moving the Tongue 
to Idle words, Lying, & Swearing, the Throat to Exceſſe, 


ren the Hands to Oppteſſion, and all the 


ne to. war {-howisirtharthe Church 
Cod is haunted: with ſuch Evill Spirits and Goblins 
ſure there is {owe 79 ick in this foule Prodigie; 
otherwiſe without the help of the Devill ir could 1 
gray, that a. rotten Tree after ĩtis heun down and laid 
jathe urt, may put forth a Sprig, a Læafe, or ſozbut they 
come to no Strength, they never proſper. Haire may grow 
dna Catcaſſe, but ſuch haire is never dreſſed nor keemed. 
So may the Reliques of the Old man. have a Counterfeit 
Lee eee Head, never be cheriſh'd 


Wikio. an . .ChriQian boſome. Death frees us from all 
2 


y Relations, and Bonds (as S. Pan / diſputes in the 
xth to the Rewaenes } it Frees the Wife from the yoake 
of ber Husbaod,the Servant from the Taskof r 
80 £ 1 


(11) | 
ſhall we then who are freed by Death forfak®? 


TY 


lovely Spoufe who died ſor our Love, and be thy 
an old rotten Catcaſſe? ſhall we forgot this new 
who bought us With his blood, foram Oldtyrgon; 
niball that feedes on dur deſtruction ? God fotbidꝰ 
So mueh for this point; wherein you have head, tf 
we are now dead already, and in three reſpects: Dead Fi 
Law, through the ſentence pronounced on fin, thatrhere- 
fore we ought not to be over: ſollicitous for 5 8 fi 
on where we have no right tofarry longer. Dead by 
Courfe of Nature, as appeates by the mutability of xhi 
elements whereot we conſiſt, and ot things appertaining; 
by dayly declynations, inſeofibly but yer continnal 
rowing into ſenſible changes, in our one Perſons,”ahd 


. 


the ſucec ſſive de fluctiòn of all mankinde: from wRence 
we ſhould gather patience for the loſſe of others, Caution 
tor our ſelves, bur without Anxiety, and above alſ godly 
Preparation for a better lite. Laſtly, that we are Dead by 
the Covenant of Grace, Dead to ſia, and ſin to us, that 
therefore fin ought not to rule andexetciſe our Members. 
Then if the Old Adam Die withia us while we live, we 
ſhall live in the Nagy when we Dye; as we were Buried iu 
Baptiſme, we ſhall be Baptized in Butiall, and returft 
with Bodies as elean frotn the Grave as we did withſptites 
from the Font. So from the Death of life I paſſe to my Te: 
cond Generall, the Life of death, Tour Life it hid with 
Chriſt in God. . 8 
Death having loſt her ſting cannot kill us — — 
Life is leſt, eſſe it couſd not be hig. You may then obſerve 
the ſo three degrees of Comtortithe ſafety” of life inthe 
Chamber of Death, "tis Hidz the ready — 4 1 
is hid with Chrift Ahe ſtrong Author of the „ 
3 A 


(12) 
wah in God — diſpoſed 
| 5 mv dry pen as Author | 


un- 
pops A — 

not out t out t, and 

e ande dig d up, it not for the worth of — Mettle, 

yer for the Image ot God which it hearcs 

De dea d {ounder ſleepyand life is hid ia 

rho in ſleep the ſenſes are ferrerd, 
rath bodily Faculties. Howſoever from the Cap- 
fo an utter DeſtruRion ot the whole is not 


gne r Hg 
e b life ic — y is ſeazd 
chere itil remaines aliving Man, — there 
i life ia eee ee 8 
ee —— ae ng; rare — 
8 7 45 0 att 
e e ne 5 Vet the 

ſc there ll remaines a 
ot 2 — 
ct, as without the 
hol | 2 ; a? eee tes r Soule 
| W 8 u t —— and 

* the fullneſſe of Pertec ion- 2 (cry the 
IRIS 0 1 how lang ? 
. This Naturall Defize cannot ever be fruſtra- 
78 er the Dead 1 
then (as the Apoſtles we wered ) 
whe * . that have ſlep d —_— 


* 


- 


(13) 


arĩſe from their Couch more freſh; ndlidtl 

camberſome humours being welle | | 
rouſed wich 2 loud ſummons from the Grade, will a 
peare more Glorious and Agil, all [mperfeddions- b. 


worne off by the Furnace of Corruption. In the 
time, while the Bodies of both Sleopers lie ſenſel Nel 
Soules are alike buſiedʒ as in the living ſleepe they are ta- 
len up with dreames, fo in the dead ſleepe with benden. 
ly Vifions. 5 
But ſhall we call ĩt a Sleeping or Hidi whenrhec 

is turn'd tothe ſubſtance of the Bed, Fleſh to Mol@* ( 

we may. For what think you of the Seedes ſown iny 
Ground * is that ſowing a deſtruction, or oftely a'H ? 
lay then, doth our Creed , in this point extend to out 
Corne,and not to our ſelves? Behold im a little ſeed there 
lee pes the bulk of a rifing Tree: when dis to a vaſt 
extent, conſider in what ſecret crany ſo Eu 
lodge d: where was the — k; the 
dity of the trunk, the verdute of the Leate, the pleaſutit· 

neſſe of choir — ne che Seed, tis or tis not 
rough grate of x ? tis not t 
— this hardneſſe ot the wood? — 
greene, whence this tincture of leaves ? it ſmells not: 
whence this fragtance in the fruit? whetelòre in Secrecy 
they all at once lay dormaar, though ar once they de not 
break forth. — the Seed is the Root produced, from 
the Root che Truck and bark, from chem ctie- — 
the T wigthe.Leaves and Fruit, and againe from 
the Sl. Now maso like Seed lies reſafeitable — 55 
womb ol the Earth: If ttom a ſmall! kernell having ts 
diſtinction o parts, wood, bark, leaves and fruitbedayly 
tailed into the maſſy bulk ot a Dree; — 

out 


we cannor penetrate the deprh of 
may beleeve by hearing the Truth of 
80 8. Gregory onthe twentieth of S. 1obns 
The Philoſopher may object, thatthe railing of a 
* of Seed is rather a Reparation af kind then of the 
r, and ſo an [oſtance of Generation rather then 
If che ReſurceRion, but ſince this Generation is from the 
wombaf;the Earth, not from the Stock of the Tree, we 


reply that it is alſo an Argument of, the Reſurrection, * 
by aur S viour and by S. Paul. 


the Reſurrection are imprinted in moſt ot the Creatures. 
The Phocgix waxi fills her Neſt wich billets bf 
Spice, onheefunerall ile ſhe türnes into Aſhes,and after 
by the dew-of Heaven up 2 new Phoenix, Divers 
impertect bodies, which yeſterdaꝝ lay labouring in ſome 
e i ſtarc into Life Bees inche Hive, Flies in 
= eee vhick lay all winter without ſenſe 

| ſuddenly revive at the Sum approach: Day 

© lk he iavp night, and the — — 


ck yet within a few houres he 


— — Alle 


80 — 
13 Rhetoricall, and farre ſhort of dem 
tection of — I upon beter con 
they plainly demonRitate an Aptitude of 


And to male this Doctrine more familiar, the Steps of 


a 


— 
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which beares his own 


(43) 
du nature, under the power and providence of the Author, 
from the raifing of theſe inferiour Creatures, we may confi- 
ently conclude, a a likely hood of raiſing that, 

e, 1 

Wuherefore I rerurne — of Nature, whoſe 

reparation is moſt apparant at this preſent ſeaſon : behold now 


the Revolution ot the whole world is an earneſt of mans Re. 


ſtitution; now all the Emblems of mortality enjoy their ſprimʒ 
Graſſe and Flowers riſe from the ſullen clod, under which 
their lite lay hid. Shall we borrow their names onely in time 
Fading, and not whenthey flouriſh 5 Why ſo ? for all theſe 
things are renew d for man, and man doubteth notof their re. 
newing: ſhall he for whom they are reviv'd, diſpaire of his 
owne Reſuttection ⁊ What though he lye long, and waſt in 
the earth? ſo he ought. Creatures, that ſoon ine, . 
have quick returnes of their ſpriag, but man, whoaftee his r- 
ſings ſute to wake for ever, may well erdure a loog fleep. 


. 


| cep 
Again, Creatures leſſe Noble, unleſſethey ſpring quickly can 
not ſpring at all; but man aides eiae ule, and 
indued with vegerant power in the moſt Excellent manner, is 
ripened more Peliberately, (ſaith Athenegoras) and mult riſe 
the laſt afall;he hath aPriviledgeto riſe after many thouſands 


of yeares, out of any Elements, Fire, Ayre, Sea, and Earth; * 


Annu ef the end of the world is mans Harveſt; and beſt of all 
ſo, leaſt again he ſhould riſe to fin: but when men have been. 
all ſown, when the Winter of dying is paſt, when God the huſ- 
bandman hath ſufficiently purged us, and clarified the Fleſh 
from droſſe, he will call us up to an endleſſe Summer; a Sum- 
mer anſwerable to the paſt For which purpoſe, we 
alſo have our e 


1 | 


*. 


(16) | 
well as the Creatures:our Sun is the Sur of Rig hteouſneſie;when 
He 2 then(as it followes after my Text) we ſhall appeare 
together with him in glory: our Dew, whether it bethe Dew of 
Teares, ituſhers in the Reaping of ey, or whether the Dew of, 
God's promift, it ſhall not taile of performance. Awake and ſing 
(ſaith he) Terhat dwell in the duk, for thy Dew is as the Dew of 
Hear; and the earth ſhallcaſt out ber Dead, Eſay. 26. 19. v. 
When this comes to paſſe (as who dares doubr it?) then it ſhall 
„that we lay as Flos in Hyeme, that we Winter'd in 
our Cauſe, and only funk into his Root, who is the rrue- 
Nine, and Tree of Life. This is our ſecond degree of Comtorr, 
that our Life i hid with Chrift, 
With Chrift he is the Meanes:under the power of his Reſut- 
rection our life is hid. Shall not he be able to effect for us, 
what the Sun can doe for Flowers? ſome will ask, How ſbaf + 
the Dead riſe, or with what body ſbal they come ? Chiiſt an- 
ſwers; With my dead Body ſhell they riſe, Eſsy. 26. at the 19. v. 
By his Y: already riſen from —— 7 bi levie 
ef Capitis, ed ſequetur c pes Corporu,(lairh Leo)whither 
2 nh vlociontly — the Members hope to 
follow after. EY 
At the ſirſt veiw there appeares no more in Chriſts Reſur- | 
_  " rection, but a man Riſen, but when weconfiderthe Condition 
and Relation of that Man that being the Innocent and Holy one | 
ef God, he was neither worthy of Death, nor Tenable by it, that | 
therefore he dyed not for Himſeife, but for the Guilty, not as | 
an Offender, but Vndertaler, and Laid downe bu Life with Pe- 
wer jo take it ap again, for the beneſit of thoſe for whom he 
laid it downe; that Death unadviſedly ſeizing upon an unlaw- 
full prize, forfeired the Lawfulthold'of ſinners together with 
the luſt; when the Golpell hath yeilded this Diſcovery, then 
we find that this Sonne of Man is becotnerhe Everlaſting Fa- 
ther, che Lord and giver of Life to all Maakindeʒ that our Re- 
IRE CCR ſurre@tion 
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(17) 

TuzreQion is vii included under His; and that through 
power thereof, we fhall riſe as ſurely, as if we had his power 
to raiſe our ſelves. For as to 4 Childewas borne, and for wa 
Man mas Crucified, lo for A Saviour = riſes, Whatſocvet 
Chriſt did on Earth, the ſame he did in our bchaofe, not fot 
Himſelfe, ſothat if we riſe not, invaine is Chriſt riſen. Why 
is hecal'd the Foundation, he Head, the Roste, the Firſt fraites, >» 
but in relation to Vs? If the Foundation be laid by wiſedom, 
it implies a riſing Structute, ii the Head be above Water, the 
Members are ſafe, if the Rome he quick, the Branches will 
ſptoute, if the firſt Fruites be Holy, ſo is the whole Cr N 
Chriſt i our Lifeſ in the next words after my Text) this Life 
lay Hi d in our Grave, and therefore it is but a correſpondent 
exchange, that our Life ſbauld he hid with Chriſtʒ that ſince he 
lay io a ſepulcher hewd out for another others (tiould be quic 
ken'd by his Riſing. But how was Chriſt hid in our Grave i 
himſelte hath ſhew'd in the 12. of 8. lala, 24. v. Except 
Corne of Wheat fall into the Ground and dye, it abideth — 4 
if it dye, it bringeth forth much fruite; he lay then in the Grave 
as a graine of Wheat in the furtow, ſo purpoſely ſowne for us, 
that our Life might be hid with him, as increaſe in the Graine 
which was ſown. It is not to be forgotten, that as Chriſt at 
his Paſſion compar'd Himſelfe to a Graine of Wheat, ſothe &. 
poſtle iq his Reſurrection hath fuly compar'd him 6 tbe Firſ 
Freites.Cor. 15, 20. the compleat — declares this 
Vertucin Him, this Dependance in us; that ſince he lay in the 
Ground not like a ſtone, but like Corne, therefore in ſpringing 
up he 1ole not ſingle, not as ones from the belly ofthe Whale, 
(ualeſſe to ena you reckon the Ninivites raiſd by his 
Preaching) but multiplyed to more then Fifties, to more then 
Hundreds, to a world of Graines beſides Himſelſet that fince 
at His Reſurrection he likewiſe became the firſt Fruites of 


them that ſleep, he hathconſequently obtain d a for 
the whole field. c 2 Where: 


(18) 
; Whereforeas the Lord Teſav (who is bleſſed for ever more) 
hath return d Victor in ſpite of invading Death, and all Impe- 
diments wherewith-he wasblocked, ſo ſhall ir be, that allhis 
dants in — — _ of the world ſtallriſe from 
Death, notwithſtanding the drowning, burning, mangli 
confounding, ſcatteting of Carcaſſes, whoſe diforderd deli 
makes a diſtin& Recollection of Parts to ſeem impoſſible. Bur 
inpreſence of a ſufficient meanes, and unreſiſtible Power, Im. 
Mbiliry muſt Vaniſh. We ſinde in the Generall Courſe of 
— as much beyond our reach dayly renew d we 
finde in Humane nature no Reluctance, no repugnance againſt 
the Reſut rection, but rather an Aptitude and deſire, it there 
eome a ſufficient cauſe to reduce it into Act. Now when Chri- 
ſtian Nrligion hath difeovered to Reaſon an able Mcanes in 
Chriſt, who for this purpoſe became the firſt fruites of them 
that flep'd, and hath gotten power to be judge of the Quick 
and Dead, that the Dead might riſe and appeare before his 
Feibunall; now the Reſurrection is more then poſſible, more 
then Fecible, tis in Vertue — perform'd; and when | ſhalf 
ſue w you that the Aber, who hath choſen and appoynted 
this means, is God, it will be found to be neceſſary. And here. 
in canfiſts che third degree of comfort, owr Life i Hid with: 
i# God: Where could our Life be better or ſafer plic'd > 
For as the Soule is the Life of the Body, ſo God is the Life of 
our Soules, and conſequently both Soulesand Bodies are in his 
hand hardly to be poyated out, but ſafe kept in an Invincible 
and Iafallible Cuſtody. The ſame who of his Infinite good- 
neſſe hath appointed Chriſt-to be the meanes of our Reſurte- 
ction, he having Power and will to produce the deſerv'd Ef. 
toct, will not faile of his Juſtice and Truth to bring it to paſſe, 
If yet youcan doubt, conſidet y our own Creatures, the works 
eme, bent muſcall Ayre hat bernplaidisirquireot 
21 NCVET; 


| 
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(19) 
never to be called for againe : or what is become it "is it 
hid in the Bowells ofthe Inſtrument, in the prich d or cb 
ccivd Copy, or in the hand and Power of the Mufition? in all 
theſe ? ſo when the breath of man is expited, he is hid it the 
Mold as in the Matter, with — our 1dee and Rat- 
tern in. Cad as inthe Author and harmonious Compoſer, A. 
gaine, when a Printer diſſolves his Impreſſion, and caſts it into 
the firſt Elements or Letters, is it quite loſt, or what is become 
of it t is it hid in the Boxes which contain thoſe Letters, or in 
the book out of vhieh it was copied, or in the hand of the 
Printer that ſets the Letters together? in all theſe? ſueh is the 
Caſe of Man: thoughall his quarters be divided into the quar- 
ters of the world, though his parts bediſtribured like thoſe of 
the Levites wife, or digeſted into other bodies, ot ſcattered in- 
to all Elements, they are ſtill within Gods Boxes; though lis 
Figure be loſt to the memory of men, it remaines freſh with 
Chriſt, and i» his Book are all aur Members written, though 
they cannot meet of themſelves, yet God can fiode them out, 
and will joyne them together after his Sonnes likenefſe;and his 
particular Regiſter. Who turned the round wotld , who fa- 
ſhioned the parts of man at firſt £ was not God that Carpet» 
ter, and Chriſt his Sonne: Now which is harder, to make a 
Table and the Timber too, or to joy ne the partstakenaſunder® 
to create that which was not, or to new caſt that which was be. 
fore: That Potentiall being, which man had within the hand 
of his Maker before his Creation, the ſame, and more, re- 
maines after his Diſſolution, Look on Nature, the Creature 
is potentially couch d under her Power ii the deed j lookon 
Alt, ſo is the frame within the Artiticers call in the wood; look 
up to God, ſo ate they that ſhall rife, within the Mold, before 
him: how groſſe is it to beleeve Netare in her Naturall Ef. 
fects, Art in her Artiſiciall, and onely to miſtruſt God in his 
workes Divine : Ask not, how the Bodies confounded one 


C 3 with. 


(20) 
with another (all be ſiſted and fever'd; for Cod is the Keeper 
of Bodies and Elements, heknowes where every Atome lies, 
what belongs propetly to every Perſon, and how to call it 
forth, How ＋ es Gods Power = things im- 
ö r cant Apprehenſi on? yet to wi our A 

prehenſion in this partienlar, N ö Beere 
ore then ever was objeged, Though all adventitious matter 
ſhquld be ſeparated, and none ſhould remaine but that which 
ilued from the loynes ob out Parents, and was alſo derived 
ſtom aut fitſt Pareoes Adem and Eve, God out of thoſe Few 
drops couldraile diſtinct and bodics to all mankind. 


nothing is. to God but what he will not doe, and 
os i . — No — — . bis will 
by appointi u meanes of Raiſing us, ath paſt 
his promiſe by his Son eſ&#; that through him he will raiſe us 
1 day. Thi a the Fathers. will which hath ſent me 
be our Saviour) thet of ef which be hath given me, I ſhould 
nothing, hut 4-20 bat nu the laft day, Io. S. 
39. u. ſo that now Gods Iuſti Truth are deeply at ſtake, 
till fron — — His Iuſtice — have 2 
ingag d however, though oo ſuch meanes, no ſuch promiſe had 
been reveal dz if we , there is a God, it may be evinc'd 
out of morall pri „ that of neceſſity there muſt be a Re- 
ſurrection, though we knew not how: for either there would 
be no difference of Vertue and Vice in reſpeR of Reward and 
Puniſhment, aud io divine luſtice would be but a 9 
or elſe there, would be need of a Reſurrection, that they who 
have been proſperous in their wickedneſſe might be called to 
account hereatter, and they that have here ſuffered by Vertue 
might then ſnine in Glory. But fince the meanes ate expreſſely 
revealed, ſince Chriſt hath paid the price of our Re ſurrection, 
and God hath promiſed to makeit good, any or 
ve 


uad non vuls, (faith Tertullian) | 


74) 
have died in defence of this: Hope, upon Gods word, God is 
further ingag'd both to Chriſt and Them, boch in his e 
and Truth to performe his purpoſe and promiſe. And we 


be ſooner induc'd,to yceld, that there is no Ger or chat hewas 


nat at all our Builder, nor Chriſt his Cn tune, then that de 
ſhould begin to build and not make an End, or Promiſe an Ed 
and not fall it, Wheretore without doubting, let us here reſt 
our Hope, that as the Glory of the Father hath taiſed his 
Sonne, ſo he will perfect his Glory in raiſiug his Soates 
Attendants. 1 ee PAUL 
Thus you have heard the three Degrees of our Comfort 
the Safety of Lite in Deard, in (hut ## i bid, the ſure weaver of 
lafety tor that it is bid:with Chriftz ind the ſitong Aus bor of 
the meanes,in that it is hid with Chriſ in Gs. 


It remaines now on our part, that we he not affrigited with r 


Death, becauſe it is no longer the law of Deſtruction, but the 


Gateof Life, and a Paſſage iato Everlaſting Happineſſel v . c. 4 
choſe bold Spirits, that having heard of the Im ity ofefiie cue; 
Soule, ot atleaſt her Reſt from miſery, preſently diſpatchecd 


themſelves out of this World, without any other call, or fur. 
ther warrant, but onely this Notion, if thoſe undaunted Ven- 
turers had been likewiſe taught the ReſurreRionof 
toa bettet Life, and had ſuch an occaſion to ſpend their lives, 
as is now offcr'd to us, the defence of Religion, Lawes, and Li- 
berties; doubtleſſe their Courage had been ſoinflam'd, that 
either through too much V they would unde ſervediy 
have Found their ſeeki g enfuch honour, as mi 
ſay the deſire of death by purſuing the death of ot 

taking content in Acts of Glory. I doe not wiſh any to run 
this Courſe unadviſedly; a ſober Expectation of Death or Vi- 
Rory, ia uſefull Service, both by charging and ſuſtaini 

is Valour ſufficicat, and not too much, for any Souldierly 


Martyr. 
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